Was the child going to be still or going to move, or was it so stilled before birth as to be for ever beyond the possibility of moving again ? My explanation of the confusion was (1) a lack of adequate recognition of the physiology of ante-natal life, and of the changes which occur or may occur at birth (the transition time between ante-natal and post-natal life); and (2) the habit which the public, with the connivance of the profession and the profession itself in some places, had got into of regarding still-birth as a synonym of dead-birth. I have it from Dr Amand Routh that a still-born baby is dead and cannot be resuscitated, and yet in obstetrical text-books and in the Journal of Obstetrics itself we read constantly of the treatment of still-births and even of the best methods of resuscitating still-born babies! It was common to hear a medical man say, " I was not sure whether it was still-born or dead."
Consequently as Parliament was soon to bring in legislation dealing with " still-births " and their registration, it seemed to me well to discuss the terminology of the subject before the words still-birth, dead-birth, live-birtli, etc., were finally crystallised along lines which are erroneous. I drew up some definitions, and these with some modifications which I regard as improvements had been unanimously adopted by the Council of the Society. 
